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FACSIMILE: PART OF AZTEC PROPERTY PLAN
***
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CEILPITZIN =
/el que ata /TSs ®j 
/la gente.,?He who hinds £ > *  the people.) /

/  En bianco — (blank) I

/EUATLATITZIN - el .que rsrsl
/ esconde la piel*.

/ (He who hides his
/  body.) z. {
AMAQUEMETZIN - con. traje 
de papel de corteza.
(With suit of bark paper.)Aztec named underlined viz.

TEILPITZIN.
Spanish equivalent opposite 
viz. el que ata la gente.
English interpretation of 
Spanish in brackets, in 
certain cases conject-

the people)? /  - S.cerdot. de

ACAZAYOLTZIN = mosquito de cana 
(rum tippler)

Yaotl. _
(Priest of Yaotl.) 5

TEPOTZITOTZIN = el de joroba al habla. 
(He of the impeded (?) speech.)

XIPANOCTZIN = el que atraviesa un rio.
(He who crosses a river.)

IMEX AY ACAT ZIN = la cara hecha de' su muslo.
(The face tattooed op his thigh.)



L.
COUA-YVITZIN = pluma.de culebra.

(crafty one (?) ) 6Cq~

TEUETZQUITITZIN = bufon (mas tarde 3er. Gobernador).
(Buffoon, later the 3rd Governor.)

IXEUATZIN ■= el de la c'ota de guerra; relacionado con el 2. 
(tie of the coat of mail; related to 2.) %ITZPOTONCATZIN = el que tiene pegadas cuchillas de 

obsidianes en vez de plumas.
(He who wears obsidian knives instead of feather-.)

■canaljilo —~Tsmall canal)'
,1UAXTEPECATL = de uaxtepec (lugar de aclimatacion en Cuernavaca) 

(Resort in Cuernavaca.) ^
PETLACALCATL = administrador de la casa de petates. __ _
el. capataz que oMena^l^traoajo =kfTRe°foremf p/who orders fche work.)

Ii /

s.| UITZNAHUATL = cierto cigna tiul~ still tar o re lig io so . 
h (Certain leader (military or religious).) ' jO W  ^

l /y

CUETLACHIVITZIN = pluma de lobo rizada.
(Half caste writer with curled head dre s . )

/S

XALXAOUALTZIN = el que frota. 
i (He who rubs.)

/6
j

ANAHUACATZIN = del pais de la costa.
(Of the coastal region.)

J/

3,

I

F o r  s to r y  see next page
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THE LAND TENURE SYSTEM OF THE A Z T E C  E M P IR E

by H arvey  Hall

In a trip  through M e x ic o  last  winter,  with Colonel  G. S. A n drew s ,  S u r v e y o r -G e n e r a l  
of  Br i t ish  Columbia ,  som e  rather  interest ing  data on the land tenure sy s te m  of the A z te c  
E m p ire  was supplied to us by Ing. A lv a r o  R. Montes,  D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l  de Catastro  de 
la Prop ied ad  F e d e ra l .

One interest ing  i tem was the fa c s i m i l e  of  part of the A z te c  p r o p e r t y  plans, which 
f o r m e d  the r e c o r d  of land holdings in the va l ley  of M e x ic o .  This  was based  on a regu lar  
survey  system ,  s im i la r  to our Ontario  single front (broken)  sys tem ,  or perhaps  even 
m o r e  like the s e ign io r ia l  sys tem  of survey  in New F r a n c e .  The conventional  sign for  a 
road, showing the footpr ints ,  was, I thought, rather  unique. Other conventional  water  
signs,  of  c o u r se ,  are  obv ious .  This  water  a rea  to the left was p ro bab ly  Lake T e x c o c o  
- - n o w  drained and n e a r ly  dr ied  up by the rap id ly  growing City of  M e x ic o .

It m ust  be r e m e m b e r e d  that the A z te c  E m p ir e  was  not es ta b l i sh ed  in the va l ley  of  
M e x ic o  until l e s s  than two hundred y e a rs  b e fo r e  the a r r iv a l  of Hernan C ortez  in 1519. 
These  A z te c s ,  a group of  p r im it iv e  nom ad ic  t r ibes  of  C h ich im eca  or ig in ,  m oving  s lowly  
south, p robab ly  f r o m  the southern part  of  the United States,  f inal ly  defeated  the remnants  
of  the e a r l i e r  To l te c  p e o p le s .  They adopted m uch  of their  culture  but never  d eve lop ed  a

Continued on page 27
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Toronto  News

Spring supposed ly  is here  and another Annual Meeting is  o v e r .  This year  we had 
a r e c o r d  attendance at the L a d i e s ’ functions  and w e re  v e r y  p leased  to see so many lo ca l  
w ives  entering into the p r o g r a m m e .  Cof fee part ies  w ere  v e r y  w el l  attended and 
e s p e c ia l l y  the m orn ing  we had the dem onstrat ion  of  hair p i e c e s .  M r s .  J. Daley won the 
door  p r iz e  which was  a post iche  donated by the dem onstra tor  and des igned  for  her at the 
co f fee  party.  She was able  to show it off  at the Banquet and dance that evening much  to 
the envy of the lad ies  present .  The luncheon and shopping spree  at Yorkdale  was a lso  
wel l  attended in spite of  m i s e r a b l e  weather .  Our thanks go to M r s .  J. W. L. Monghan 
and her able execut ive  for  their  t ime and e f for t  in making the lad ies  p r o g r a m m e  such a 
succe  s s .

The Annual Meeting of the W o m e n ’ s A u x i l ia ry  was held in the f o r m  of a dinner 
party  at the Town and Country. As there w ere  no e lec t ions  to be held this year ,  the 
evening was m ain ly  a so c ia l  event.  We did manage to squeeze  in a few r e p o r t s  and 
bus iness  between the c o u r s e s .  A  m ot ion  to r a ise  our annual fees  f r o m  $1 .50  to $2 .00  
was p assed .  This was n e c e s s i ta te d  by our c o m m itm e n t  to our f o s ter  child becau se  in 
re ce n t  y e a r s  we have had such poor  attendance to our w e l fare  functions.  D is c u s s io n  of 
our June p icn ic  was held but as nothing is definite yet, m o r e  in form ation  wil l  be c i r c u ­
lated at a later  date.

We a r e  s o r r y  to r e p o r t  that M r s .  W. Chipman has been i l l  but is recuperat ing  at 
Kipling A c r e s .  Cards  or  le t ters  f r o m  our m e m b e r s  would be m o s t  w e l c o m e  and m ay  be 
sent to Kipling A c r e s ,  1575 Kipling Avenue North, Rexdale .

C om m ents  or  news for  this co lum n should be sent to M r s .  B. J. Haynes,
8 D e r v o c k  C r e s c re n t ,  Wil lowdale ,  B A - 1 -9967.

*■

A z te c  Land Tenure System 

Continued f r o m  page 2 6

s cr ipt ,  although they w e re  able,  h ie r o g ly p h i c a l l y , as you m ay  see,  to estab l ish  the 
identity of  an individual land tenant. I say "tenant,  ” as the e m p e r o r s  never  al ienated 
their land in the f o r m  of a fee  s imple  g ran t - - th us  s im i la r ,  as I said b e fo r e ,  to the 
F r e n c h  Canadian se ign ior ia l  sys tem .

We find a p ara l l e l  p ie ce  in the h is to ry  of  w e ste rn  Europe  in the absorpt ion  of the 
E truscan  c iv i l i za t ion  by the Rom an E m p ire ,  but this I do not be l ieve  was quite as rapid.

It has been said that if the A z te c  e m p e r o r s  had fifty m o r e  y e a r s  to conso l idate  
their e m p ire  in M e x ico ,  Hernan Cortez  would have re q u ir e d  at least  f i fty t im es  the f o r c e s  
that he used  to conquer  M onctezum a.
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